Have a Little Faith Book Club
Lois Wagner Memorial Library
6:00 p.m.
Every time we pick up a book, we have the opportunity to let it shape us and who we are in this world. How do
we approach the books we read and how do we let them shape our faith and interactions with others? Over the
eight months we will explore the following titles and see where faith pops up and what signs of hope we can
mine from them. All are invited to come any month as we start with some guided questions and continue with a
free-flowing conversation around each book. Check out the titles below (a couple classics included), all should
be available at the library or through inter-library loan.

October 2, 2017: Wild by Cheryl Strayed
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her
mother’s death, her family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed.
Four years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of
her life. With no experience or training, driven only by blind will, she would hike more
than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through
California and Oregon to Washington State—and she would do it alone.

November 6, 2017: 1984 by George Orwell
At any moment, depending upon current alignments, all existing records show either
that Oceania has always been at war with Eurasia and allied with Eastasia, or that it
has always been at war with Eastasia and allied with Eurasia. Winston Smith knows
this, because his work at the Ministry of Truth involves the constant "correction" of
such records. "'Who controls the past,' ran the Party slogan, 'controls the future: who
controls the present controls the past.'"
December 4, 2017: The Corrections by Jonathan Franzen
After almost fifty years as a wife and mother, Enid Lambert is ready to have some
fun. Unfortunately, her husband, Alfred, is losing his sanity to Parkinson's disease,
and their children have long since flown the family nest to the catastrophes of their
own lives. Desperate for some pleasure to look forward to, Enid has set her heart on
an elusive goal: bringing her family together for one last Christmas at home.

January 8, 2018: Still Alice by Lisa Genova
Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she’s
a cognitive psychology professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in
linguistics with a successful husband and three grown children. When she becomes
increasingly disoriented and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis changes her life—and her
relationship with her family and the world—forever.

February 5, 2018: A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a
killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and
novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a
first-person account from someone who came through this hell and survived.

March 5, 2018: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and
her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were
upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my glory," the
unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and blown off course.
Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking of ways, by
the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract." Coming to theaters on March 9.

April 9, 2018: Atonement by Ian McEwan
A symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness.
On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a
moment’s flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of
a servant and Cecilia’s childhood friend. But Briony’ s incomplete grasp of adult
motives–together with her precocious literary gifts–brings about a crime that will
change all their lives.

May 7, 2018: Home by Marilynne Robinson
The Reverend Boughton's hell-raising son, Jack, has come home after twenty
years away. Artful and devious in his youth, now an alcoholic carrying two decades
worth of secrets, he is perpetually at odds with his traditionalist father, though he
remains his most beloved child. As Jack tries to make peace with his father, he
begins to forge an intense bond with his sister Glory, herself returning home with a
broken heart and turbulent past.

